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A Cause
^

For Concern
Take two teen-agers and Quantity X, an unknown, 

and you've got mort than just an algebraic riddle.
Th« two teen-agers are girls 13 and 14. "Quantity X" 

is a bottle of seconal tablets, left carelessly within easy 
access.

The result: a near-tragic episode which could have 
marred two lives, or at. least have left long-lasting scars 
of experience.

This \n not a remote case In another city or county. 
It happened Monday fn Torrance.

The girls, left alone on a quiet summer day, had little 
to keep themselves occupied. They found a bottle of 20 
physician-prescribed narcotic sleeping tablet* used by one 
girl's "fat her.

One girl experimentally gulped four pills, the other 
five. One girl collapsed unconscious, the other staggered 
into the street, in a semi-conscious stupor.

Passers-by notified police, and the girls were hospital­ 
ized in time to prevent lasting physical injury.

Police say the case was not. "accidental." The girls 
deliberately and with premeditation took narcotic pills 
known commonly as "red devils," a habit-forming drug in 
wide use by narcotic addicts.

The girls are no longer hospitalized, and the case is 
all but closed.

But there still hangs a question: how did it happen?
There is no stock answer. The' case, though, should 

prompt each parent, to examine his child's upbringing, to 
make sure (or rather to partially insure) that his child 
will not fall victim to the same misfortunes of "curious- 
ity."
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Bat Rabies Danger 
Told by Physician

R. H. Sutherland, M.D.
LOR Anjjcles County 

Health Officer
Rabies from the bite of an 

infected bat is now recog­ 
nised as a clanger to human 
beings in many parts of the 
United States, including 
California. This was empha­ 
sized by an episode that re­ 
cently occured in the 
mountainous recreation area 
of San Bernandino County, 
when a vacationing teenager 
from Torrance was bitten 
on the finger by a stray bat.

,and 10 children) in Calif or- The possibility that two of 
nia are known to have been these four cases resulted
bitten by rabid bats, which j from aeroso1 £r dr°Pet 

,. . . ,. . .. . posure   n    - has resulted in the death of I  ,,,-, 

— Letters to the Editor
Iservatively predict (their.part of the tax mone^ paid 

"verbal prediction's have proved to;by Torrance property hold- 
be 90 percent accurate over'ers is allowed by law to be
the last five years) that by 
IPGS we can expect to enroll 
4.000 to 5.000 new students. 
This figure'does not include

spent to pay back the 
money borrowed from bond 
holders to build our schools. 
The law, however, protects

Editor:
The suggested 

spanking" by Mrs. McVey in 
her recent letter to the edi­ 
tor about the Torrance 
schools' failure to keep the 
public informed on double
sessions and bond issues is .   . . . 
only partially d es erve developments or rezoning of that only 10 percent of the 
Many of us tend to put property to residential. (assessed valuation may.be 
grease on the squeaky | We have enough money levied and spent for this 
wheel, and when everything from the 1058 building bond purpose. Since we have, for

authorization to keep up   some time, in Torrarice, 
with the normal school pop- been bonded to this 10 per- 
ulation growth for the next cent capacity the voters are 
vear or so, but without addi- only being asked to allow

any new major housing de- the taxpayer by stipulating

the 
bat

Good News 
For Drivers

Torrance motorists got plenty of good newi this 
week.

They learned they will have a 4.6 mile stretch of 
San Diego Freeway completed and ready to use by Sept. 
1, and that the California Highway Patrol will take over 
Jaw enforcement thereon.

There's no disputing the "good news'' factor of a 
new, 4-lane superhighway. But there may be some ques­ 
tion to the suggestion that CHP law enforcement is bet­ 
ter than any other kind of regulatory measure.

It's this way:
The proven effectiveness of California's Highway 

Patrol cannot, help but make freeway driving safer. The 
painstaking process of officer selection, the arduous and 
all-inclusive training program, the constant upgrading of 
methods and procedures   all these are the aggregate 
factors making California's highways safer for its mush­ 
rooming number of motorists.

Throughout the nation, the California Highway Pa­ 
trol is recognized a* being ope of the best trained, best- 
equipped law enforcement, agencies operating today.

When a California Highway Patrolman investigates 
an accident   perhaps your accident   he is calling 
upon many hundred of hours of specialized training in 
accident ivestigation.

When he checks an overweight trailer or truck, he 
does so because experience hai ihown that such infrac­ 
tions cause accidents.

When he issues a citation for speed, reckless driv­ 
ing or the other common violations, he knows he may 
be saving a life, perhaps yours.

And so it IS good news that the California High­ 
way Patrol will take over the San Diego Freeway. Let's 
hope Its job is an easy one.

Error Margin 'Too Big'

Upon examination at 
State Laboratory, the 
was found to be rabid.

As long ago as 1911, it 
was discovered in Brazil 
that the blood feeding or 
vampire bat was a rabies 
carrrer and was transmitting 
the disese to livestock. 
Through the years that fol-

Texas caves,

about an issue such as this 
seems to be going smoothly, 
the wheel doesn't get lubri­ 
cated. This is probably the 
reason we didn't stand on 
the street corner over two 
year ago and pass out hand­ 
bills to announce that the 
school building program had 
temporarily caught up with

these individuals exposed 
themselves to the disease by 
handling bats which showed 
signs of illness or erratic be­ 
havior. Bats may make un­ 
provoked attacks, however, 
and three such incidents 
have occurred in three dif­ 
ferent California counties 
(Santa Clara, Madera, and 
Ventura).

SMALL CREATURES 
Rats are small creatures 

with bodies no more than 
two to four inches in length. 
The membrane that enables 
them to fly is attached to 
elongated fingers and short­ 
er hind limbs and tail, and 
these act. something like the 
ribs of an umbrella. They 

lowed, hat rabies waslare active only at night un-

one adult. All but one of> bat popu]ation% ig presently
tVtArtjs i «H i 1'irli i o 1 a Avftstti^H _ * * _ • "

where there was a dense,the population increase, thus
enabling us to go off of dou-

though! to be confined to 
certain tropical and sub­ 
tropical countries in South 
America and to Mexico.

Rat rabies was not sus­ 
pected in the United States 
until 1951, when health of­ 
ficials noted that a Texas 
resident died of rabies fol­ 
lowing the bite of a bat. A 
similar incident occurred in 
Florida in 1953, and on this 
occasion the bat was caught, 
and the first imlentification 
of bat rabies in this country 
was made. Since then, ap­ 
proximately 350 rabid bats 
involving at. least 24 species 
have been found in 36 states. 
None are blood feeding.

The first rabid bat in Cali­ 
fornia was discovered in 80- 
noma County in 1954. and. 

' through May !%1, some 53 
rabid hats of 10 different 
species had been found in 23

less disturbed or sick, and 
their natural radar equip­ 
ment enables them to navi­ 
gate in the dark and to 
catch their food without 
running into obstacles. They 
live in trees, caves, old 
barns, hollow walls, desert­ 
ed buildings, attics and the 
like.

There are millions of bats 
in the United States and 
most of them are insect eat­ 
ers, though some eat fruits 
and other foods. Until this 
time at least, bats have been 
considered beneficial to man 
because they consume many 
harmful insects. The vam­ 
pire bat of South America 
has never been found on the 
North America continent, 
apparently preferring the 
warmth of the tropics. 

VIRUS CARRIERS

under consideration.
It is now known that the 

incubation period of rabies 
in man (the time from infec­ 
tion to the appearance of 
symptoms) is much shorter 
when the rabies virus is 
transmitted by wildlife than 
when the infection is in­ 
curred from domestic ani­ 
mals. Since antirabies vac­ 
cine is slow in developing 
an active immunity to the 
disease, a much higher risk

exposure to rabid wildlife 
than to rabid domestic pets. 
However, the administration 
of hyperimmune rabies anti- 
serum has been found use­ 
ful in prolonging the incu­ 
bation period, thereby per­ 
mitting time for the anti- 
rabies vaccine to build up 
immunity in the body.

BEST PROTECTION 
Individuals can best pro­ 

tect themselves against the 
bite of a rabid bat by leav­ 
ing them alone. No one 
should ever handle a bat 
that can be caught. Any bat 
seen in the daytime should 
be regarded with suspicion 
unless some disturbance 
has driven it out of its hid­ 
ing place. It is also well to 
keep in mind that even 
seemingly healthy bats may 
be carriers of the rabies vi­ 
rus.

Anyone bitten by a bat 
should receive prompt first 
aid treatment which con­ 
sists of thorough washing 
of the wound with plenty of 
soap and water, and medical

double sessions.

tional funds authorized in 
th bond election on Septem­ 
ber 18, the building program 
will come to a grinding halt. 
If this happens it is fact

the continuance of the sale 
of building bonds after the 
1958 authorization runs out 
early next vear. Therefore, 
the new $8,000.000 bond au-

that the increased'enroll- thorization if passed will 
ments destined to hit us will not increase taxes, 
undoubtedly force the re­ 
turn to double sessions, and

Some of the blame can could also have curtailing 
be placed on the reader-in- effects upon the rest of the 
terest of newspaper sub-, instructional program 
scribers. Stories on murders,
robberies, vandalism, etc., 
evidently took priority in 
the Interest of readers in 
1959 and '60 when several 
articles did appear announc­ 
ing that it was no longer

A factual comment about 
tax rates   each year  

If these facts alone can

Torrance. it is agreed, there 
will be no need for us to 
talk of tents for kids of te­ 
pees for teachers in 1965. 

Lysle R. Albro *

Rates Lowered For Veterans
World War 1 veterans 65 or exchanged.

older holding USGLI term
necessary to hold double ; insurance policies may now 
sessions in Torrance. j 

1 doubt that this letter, 
will reach all of the 100.000 
people or the 40 thousand re-1 
festered voters in Torrance 
that you spoke of, but here

Webster warned that not 
holders of USGLI

, J... 1 f policies should make the -ert to a lower-cost form J,h thoge d 4 s a b j c dchange, 
of insurance as the result of s ilould ^eep the i r original
a bill signed into la\v by term policies which provide 
President Kennedy on Wed- a monthly income in the
nesday, July 25. Mort Web- event of total permanent dis- 

are the facts vou asked for:'ster, manager of VA's South- ability while at the same
We have enough class-jern California Regional Of- 

room space under construe- fice. announced today, 
tion or planned to take care The new plan of insur- 
of the slightly over 28.000jance, called "Special Endow- 
pupils presently enrolled. Jment at Ape f>(V primarily 
plus the 800 new elementary provides death protection
and 800 new high school 
students who will be enter­ 
ing school this fall. How­ 
ever, our special services

only. The premium, which 
remains level throughout 
the life of the policy, is low­ 
er than the premium for the

time waiving the insurance 
premium.

At time of exchange a'pro­ 
vision for premium waiver 
in case of total permanent, 
disability may be added to 
the new policy at an extra 
premium.

and research people con- term policy which is being
Use classified ads for 

quick results. DA 5-1515.

, Scientists now affirm that'attention should be sought
of the State's 58 counties. ;i,a(St sonie apparently heal-'at once so that any neces- 
No one type of area is favor- thy, are carriers of the rah-isary antirabies treatment 
pd. Rabid bats inhabit ,J M virus. Between 1955 and' 
mountain, valley, desert,
and costal 
State.

regions of the

In all, 13 persons (3 adults

there were 38 human 
deaths from rabies in this 
country, and four of therp

may be started. Whenever^ 
possible, the bat should be 
caught and turned over to 
health Officials for labora-

were caused by rabid batsJtory examination;

"A room just isn't
^

In school, a mark of ft5 
per cent, or higher is worth 
a top grade in any examina­ 
tion.

On the highway, that 5 per 
rent margin for error may 
prove fatal.

"Most drivers could hon­ 
estly answer 'yes' if you ask­ 
ed them If they xvere safe 
operators. Must of the time

-9.*) per cent of the time  
they are." California High- 
way Patrol Commissioner 
Bradford M. C'rittenden 
said.

"But. that other five per 
cent, those few brief mo­ 
ments when your attention

( is diverted, when irritation
  prompts a foolish move, or
when you carelessly viol/Iff
th* law, thin is tht danger
area.

"Driving demands » 
of 100 p*r c<»nt. It demands j 
100 per cent attention. 100; 
per rent compliance with! 
law. and 100 per cent con-* 
trol of yourself and your car. 

"A grade of anything less 
than 100 means you flunk.

'On the highway, a failing
! grade too often means
i death," the
!said.

Use classified. DA 5-1515

to $10/W
*4.l*W by *»• 10* **• 
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Nothing fiU mort btautifulty kite m* tebtfftt of 
thing* than a phona in color. In fact, • color phoft* 
Always hat nlc« thlngt to tay about you and your 
room. If you haven't mad* this happy discovery, may 
w« Indue* you to drop around and Mltet a phon« in 
tht color of your cholct? Wt h«v« th«m in • variety 
of Interesting decorator color*. Call GUI' business 
office today for details.

GENERAL
TELEPHONE

What will your life be like 
in the all-electric future?

Electrically produced ultrasonic waves will dry-clean your clothes instantly, 
right in your closet. You will make a cake or saw wood with cordless 
appliances...shop by two-way TV-telephone. These new ideas in modem 
living depend on electricity. And they are only the beginning of the wonderful 
things to come.
The electric industry, of course, continues to lead in the research to find new 
ways to use and produce electricity. And logically so. Electricity is our 
business.
WE HAVE ALREADY PRODUCED IT a number of new and different wsys> 
involving the use of the fuel cells, nuclear energy, thermionic conversion and 
magnetohydrodynamics.
Whatever the source, electrical energy is limitless, and Southern California 
Edison will continue to bring you an abundant, dependable supply at the 
lowest possible rates.

Southern Ct///o//J/* Edison Company


